Development of a dermatological image atlas with worldwide access for the continuing education of physicians.
We constructed a dermatological image database as a telemedicine tool for clinical, histopathological and scientific use. The database contained about 1300 clinical images from the 40,000 slides in our archive, to provide a general overview of dermatological diseases and to cover basic student education. Some of the images were made available on the Internet through the World Wide Web system in the middle of 1994. This paper describes the architecture and components of the image database, which was designed for international access and submission of data. It allowed combined searches according to diagnosis, location and appearance of skin lesions, as well as on-screen visualization of the resulting images.